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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


FRANK N. JONEs 
Ohio University, Athens, Ohio 


The New Year is sometimes compared to an unread book, a simile we librarians can 
surely appreciate to the fullest, surrounded as we are by books read and unread. For 1954 
the Ohio Library Asssociation can look forward to unexplored opportunities and great pos- 
sibilities, some inkling of which may be obtained by a glance at the record of achievement 
in the splendid year under Mrs. Grimes’ leadership. Helpful meetings around the state 
and an inspiring Conference in Columbus brought together members and friends in record 
numbers. During the closing weeks of 1953 came the news of a judicial decision holding 


promise of marked improvement in the way library needs are likely to be met in the future 
throughout Ohio. 


Turning over the preliminary leaves of the unread volume of 1954 we find plans al- 
ready well under way for a series of district meetings in April and May, dates and places 
for which are listed elsewhere in the Bulletin. This has been accomplished through the 
foresight of the last administration and the willing cooperation of Ed Linkhart, the new 
Extension Chairman. In October a glittering array of talent, both literary and library, is 
going to assemble in Youngstown where the Conference will be held on the 14th, 15th and 
l6th, and where we hope all members and friends of the Association will gather for enter- 
tainment, instruction and good companionship. Committees are at work on recruitment 
policies, and the Board has recently taken action making loans of $500.00 available to 
qualified persons for professional training. Legislation, censorship and federal relations are 
to be given careful attention by able members and community leaders who recognize the 
place library services occupy in the local and national scene. 


But these are only the plans in outline representing what a few of us have prepared in 
advance for the months ahead. The real progress and accomplishment of 1954, as of last 
year and every other year during the long career of O. L. A., comes not from the few who 
happen to be leading the parade, but from the hundreds of individuals scattered through 
libraries of all kinds and all sizes in every city and county, who are constantly working 
for the betterment of library services through every channel open to them. We hope that 
each library will strive to have all its staff affiliated with the work of the Association, for 
it rests with each and every one of us to help make 1954 a great library year in Ohio. 

If you have ideas or suggestions, constructive or otherwise, about library matters in 
the state, or about things which the Association might undertake in its program of activities, 
please pass them along to me, or to a member of one of the Committees which might be 
interested. At any time during the year I shall always be glad to see or hear from 
members who wish to present new approaches to the Board for consideration; your criticisms 
can help us avoid mistakes and your ideas can help us to move the cause of Ohio library 
service forward. 


“Read more in “fifty-four,” is my message for you and your readers. 





LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

The O.L. A. Legislative Committee which 
is to make a study of, and perhaps recom- 
mendations for revision of, the various Ohio 
laws and ordinances relating to obscenity 
and indecency in printed form, will appre- 
ciate facts and opinions from Ohio librarians 
and trustees. Letters (but no samples) may 
be mailed to the committee chairman: Rob- 
ert D. Franklin, Assistant Director, Toledo 
Public Library. 


THE BOOKMARK 


A new, well illustrated, highly readable 
newspaper, The Bookmark, has been pub- 
lished for the last three months by the high 
school students who are members of the 
Library Reading Club of Youngstown and 
Mahoning County. It includes school and 
library news, book reviews, a record column 


and feature articles. 











EARLY LIBRARIES OF OHIO 


By GerorceE J. BLAZIER, Librarian, Marietta College 


“From Coonskin to Bookmobile” was the 
guiding theme for the District meetings of 
the Ohio Library Association for the Sesqui- 
centennial year of 1953. The leaders of the 
Association, while planning their programs 
of the here and now in libraries, included 
some historical data of the backgrounds and 
origins of libraries in the frontier state, which 
today has nearly four hundred, including 
public, college, university, and special. Be- 
cause “the child is father to the man,” to 
understand more completely the role of the 
library today, a brief examination of its 
earlier days is important. Thus a picture in 
the round may be obtained in the “Coonskin 
to Bookmobile” theme. 

The Coonskin Library, with its picturesque 
name, originated in the reading desires of 
settlers in one community in the Ohio coun- 
try, segregated as they were by their migra- 
tion to the frontier from the seaboard com- 
monweal!ths. The settlers in making the six 
hundred mile journey over the mountains 
could bring only bare necessities for their 
reestablishment in the new country—a few 
household items, tools, seeds for the plant- 
ing of gardens and orchards, and live stock. 
Books were not classified as basic needs. 


But in the 1790’s, with the Indian menace 
no longer prevalent, their new homes built, 
and the farm economy developing, they 
wanted reading materials, and therefore they 
set out to acquire money for obtaining them 
by using their skills of marksmanship in 
hunting the fur bearing wild game of the 
forests. Their method had two results: first, 
the numbers of predatory animals were re- 
duced, and, second, furs could be bartered 
for books and other necessities which could 
not be found on the frontier. 


The Coonskin Library, however, was pre- 
ceded by two other circulating libraries. The 
first, the Putnam Family Library, or the 
Belpre Farmers’ Library, grew out of the 
thirst for reading in another pioneer settle- 
ment of the Northwest Territory which later 
became a part of the new state of Ohio. 
According to Washington County archives, 
the first circulating collection of books was 
the Putnam Family Library at Belpre, then 


known as Belle Prairie. This collection, later 
known as the Belpre Farmers’ Library, was 
inaugurated soon after the arrival of one of 
the settlers, Colonel Israel Putnam. Colonel 
Israel was the eldest son of General Israel 
Putnam of Revolutionary War fame. Colonel 
Israel, as a holder of four shares in the 
Ohio Company, came to Marietta in the 
winter of 1788-89 to look over the lands on 
which he would settle. Choosing a tract 
near Belpre, he returned to Connecticut to 
close out his business affairs, expecting to 
bring his family back to the Ohio country 
immediately. 

But once back in Connecticut, circumstances 
delayed that departure for five years. Two 
things occurred. First, his father died and 
Colonel Israel became involved in the ad- 
ministration of the estate; second, the year 
1791 saw the beginning of the Indian War, 
and Indian raids in the Belpre region were 
occurring much too frequently for him to 
risk the safety of his family in the wilds 
of the Ohio country. It was, accordingly, 
1794 before Colonel Israel could return with 
his family, and May of that year saw them 
arrive, bringing livestock. for the 
planting of orchards, and, most important 
for our purposes, his library—the beginning 
of the Putnam Family Library. 


seeds 


Colonel Putnam’s library was not a new 
one. It was his share of the library of his 
father, General Israel Putnam of Connecti- 
cut, who had himself gathered the books 
over the years, acquiring many of them dur- 
ing the late years of the Revolution when he 
became a semi-invalid, and up until the time 
of his death in 1790. Thus the books passed 
to Colonel Israel who, being a neighborly 
man, shared them with his neighbors, even 
those who were several miles distant. One 
diary reveals that a farmer living six miles 
away made the journey to Belpre for some 
reading that would take up the long winter 
evenings. 


Before long it was evident that the original 
stock of books was not adequate for the 
reading desires of the neighborhood. The 
neighbors, who also lived up to the Colonel’s 
spirit of neighborliness, formed a_ stock 


company association, of which, in Marietta, 
we have documentary evidence which reads 
as follows: 


“Received of Jonathan Stone, by the 
hand of Benjamin Mills, ten dollars, for 
his share in the Putnam Family Library.” 


This is dated in 1796. And, in the Wash- 
ington County courthouse, there is the in- 
ventory of Stone’s estate made following his 
death in 1801: “One share in the Putnam 


Family Library, ten dollars, September 2, 
801.” 
oO . 


Sometime after 1796, the Library became 
known as the Belpre Farmers’ Library, date 
not ascertained, and the librarian was Isaac 
Pierce. This library, unlike several others, 
was never incorporated by the Ohio Legis- 
lature, and, in this research, the date of its 
discontinuance has not been determined. The 
last documentary evidence of its existence 
was written in 1815. Perhaps its motivating 
spirit was the presence of Colonel Israel 
Putnam, whose death occurred in 1812. 

The Belpre Farmers’ Library, therefore, 
was a circulating library, in fact somewhat 
earlier than that other “first.” The Coonskin 
or Western Library Association. 

The second circulating library to be 
founded within the present limits of Ohio was 
founded at Cincinnati. A Cincinnati news- 
paper, dated February 15, 1802, has this 
news item: 

“At a meeting held on Saturday evening, the 
13th instant, at Mr. Yeatman’s tavern, for the 
purpose of promoting the establishment of a 
public library in the town of Cincinnati, Messrs. 
Jacob Burnet, Martin Baum, and Lewis Kerr 
were appointed a committee to open a subscrip- 
tion for carrying the above project into effect.” 

The Committee therefore respectfully chosen 
submitted a subscription form and, by March 
6, it reported twenty-five subscribers and a 
sum of $340.00. 
on the committee, Lewis Kerr, was chosen as 
the Librarian. 


The Coonskin Library, the third of Ohio’s 


early libraries, was founded in the Ames- 


The last named gentleman 


town neighborhood in Washington County 
(now Amesville in Athens County, which was 
February 20, 


1805). The Ames settlement was begun soon 


erected by legislative act, 
after the close of the Indian War by Ephraim 


Cutler, son of Manasseh Cutler, and a num- 


ber of other men with their families. To 
the settlement came also in 1800, Silvanus 
Ames, later to be known as Judge Ames, 
father of Bishop Edward R. Ames, of the 
Methodist Church, from the Belpre settle- 
ment. At least three of the neighborhood 
settlers were graduates of Harvard College. 


Books and other reading materials were 
almost nonexistent in the settlement, and 
therefore the idea for a community library 
was easily implanted. The only subscriber 
to a newspaper, the United States Gazette, 
was Ephraim Cutler. Its delivery in the set- 
tlement was usually three months late. It 
is within the range of possibility that Sil- 
vanus Ames, coming as he did from Belpre, 
encouraged the Library movement from his 
association with the Belpre Farmers’ Library. 

In 1803 the first steps were taken for secur- 
ing books by an association of neighbors. 
Between the date of this informal meeting 
and the end of the year a quantity of furs 
had been acquired and were sent to New 
York in the care of Samuel Brown, who was 
then ready to start on a business trip to 
New England. 

The meeting for the establishment of a 
library association was held on February 2, 
1804, in the home of Silvanus Ames, at 
which meeting the articles of association 
were agreed upon, and the membership fees 
set at $2.50 per share with an annual assess- 
ment of $.25. It was also agreed that the 
organization would bear the title, Western 
Library Association, by which name it was 
chartered by legislative act, February 19, 
1810. 

At the annual meeting in January, 1805, 
it was reported that 32 shares had been pur- 
chased. It was also stated that the proceeds 
from the exchange of furs had amounted to 
$73.50, with which Brown had purchased 
the initial collection of books for the Library. 

This research is limited to the period 
ending in 1817, when a general law was 
enacted providing for the incorporation of 
schools, academies, and library companies. 
Within this period were chartered three uni- 
versities—Ohio, in 1804, in which a library 
was contemplated, Miami in 1809, and a Cin- 
cinnati university in 1807. 


(Continued on next page) 











CIRCULATING LIBRARIES, 1796-1816 


The Belpre Farmers’ Library* 
Cincinnati Public Library* 


The Coonskin Library*.............. ree ere om 


Dayton Library Society...................-.....-..-..--+-++-+- sis 


The Granville Alexandrian Society................... 


Newton Library Company.......................------------- be 


Western Library Association (Coonskin). 
Poland Library Society............. sbebossegnies 
Washington Social Library Company.......... 


Granville Religious and Library Society............. si 
Wooster Library Society........................-.-..-. hb aen 


Lebanon Library Society 


Platonic Library Society (Berkshire and Sunbury). 


Circulating Library Society of Cincinnati. 


Boardman Library Society 


Raced idbeary Society....................-..........-...:. 


Circulating Library of Cincinnati (charter amended). 


Villans Liens Society... 
Eaton Library Seciety................................ : 


Northern Social Library (Harpersfield) .............. 
Waynesville Library Company............................... 


The Fearing Library Society 
The Social Library Company (Salem) 


Troy hibenty ne RCT eee 


*Not chartered by the Northwest Territory or State of Ohio. 


INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


(Each Charter Contained a Library Clause) 


The Erie Literary Society........................0....-+.+- 


Ohio University 
Cincinnati University 
Dayton Academy 
Chillicothe Academy 
Worthington Academy 


Steubenville Academy 


Calin: Anbliotey. eee nesseeteees 


Gustavus Academy... 
Laurain Institute (Lorain) 
Cincinnati College 
Cincinnati Lancastrian Seminary 
Tallmadge Academy 


County names are those existent at the 
date the charters were granted. 

The more informal circulating library 
societies, which, without doubt, arose in the 
period throughout the settled portions of the 
state, have not been included in this re- 
search. However, from the number that 


Miami University (Opened 1824) ...................... 
Te 


County Date 
hele ..Washington 1796 
_...... Hamilton Feb. 13, 1802 
Lee Athens Feb. 7, 1804 
.Montgomery Feb. 21, 1805 
Licking Jan. 23, 1807 
Hamilton Feb. 10, 1808 
_Athens Feb. 19, 1810 
Trumbull Feb. 19, 1810 
Montgomery Feb. 19, 1810 
Licking Jan. 22, 1811] 
Wayne Dec. 17, 1811 
Warren Dec. 21, 181] 
Delaware Feb. 20, 1812 
Hamilton Jan. 2, 1813 
——— Jan. 9, 1814 
Trumbull Jan. 19, 1814 
....Cuyahoga Dec. 22, 1814 
..Hamilton Dec. 22, 1814 
meee Geauga Dec. 22, 1814 
Preble Jan. 13, 1815 
Ashtabula Feb. 16, 1815 
_...Warren Dec. 16, 1815 
aie Washington Feb. 20, 1816 
Ashtabula Feb. 21, 1816 

County Date 
saci Trumbull Apr. 16, 1803 
oss eatin Testa Washington-Athens Feb. 18, 1804 
Cutcoheaiiee Hamilton Jan. 23, 1807 
iukaarasca Montgomery Feb. 15, 1808 
cepts Ross Feb. 18, 1808 
dan Cee Franklin Feb. 20, 1808 
ys Bee ore Hamilton Feb. 17, 1809 
gee eee Columbiana Jan. 2, 1810 
...Jefferson Jan. 22, 1811 
pee Jan. 29, 1811 
-Trumbull Mar. 27, 1811 
nonicon Cuyahoga Mar. 12, 1814 
lee ee Hamilton Jan. 23, 1815 
Seaskbecensgi Hamilton Feb. 13, 1815 
Portage Feb. 27, 1816 


were given corporate powers in the first de- 
cade and a half, it is evident that Ohio was 
rapidly from the backwoods 
settlements and becoming a commonwealth 
where education and culture complemented 
the rapidly developing useful arts of com- 
merce and industry. 


progressing 


NEWS 


O. L. A. NOMINATIONS 


The Nominating Committee will welcome 
suggestions for next year’s officers. Please 
send names to Mrs. Hallie Grimes, Birchard 
Library, Fremont, Ohio. 


IMPORTANT TAX DECISION 
Ohio Library Association 
December 4, 1953 
Dear Librarian and Trustee: 

The Ohio Supreme Court has just issued a 
decision in regard to the appeal of the Day- 
ton Public Library on its 1953 budget alloca- 
tion. This decision may be helpful to you 
in securing your budget for 1954. 

The Dayton Library had appealed the de- 
cision of the county budget commission of 
the Board of Tax Appeals. The Board of 
Tax Appeals upheld the decision of the bud- 
get commission. The library appealed to the 
Supreme Court from the decision of the Board 


LINCOLN LIBRARY 


New 1953 Edition 


Thoroughly revised 
and made available 
in November, 1953 


TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE of $3.00 
ON OLD EDITION 


1 volume 


$22.00 
$27.00 


2 volume set 


Frontier Press Distributing Company 
1902-50 W. Broad Street 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 





IN 


OHIO 


of Tax Appeals. The Ohio Library Associa- 
tion also, as amicus curiae, presented a brief 
to the Supreme Court. 


The case was a test of the effect of a change 
in the law made by the legislature in 1951. 
A quote from the decision of the Supreme 
Court: 


“It is the contention of the library 
board that the budget commission must 
first determine ‘the needs of such library’ 
and on such needs base the amount of such 
taxes to be distributed to a library. After 
the amount to be distributed to libraries 
is determined, the distribution of any re- 
maining amount of unclassified property 
taxes is and has been for years speci- 
fically provided for by statute, and such 
distribution then has no relation to the 
relative needs of the distributees. 


“It appears, therefore, that the Gen- 
eral Assembly has replaced the provision, 
that allotments to libraries should be 
made ‘according to the relative needs of 
the libraries and other units entitled to 
share in the distribution of such taxes,’ 
by a provision requiring the budget com- 
mission to base such allotments upon ‘the 
needs of libraries. (Italics by editor.) 
What ‘the needs of’ a library are is a 
question of fact upon which a library has 
the burden of proof.” 


The Supreme Court reversed the decision 
of the Board of Tax Appeals and remanded 
the cause to the Board of Tax Appeals for 
further proceedings. What the latter board’s 
decision in regard to the Dayton budget will 
be is a matter up to the board, but the im- 
portant thing is that the Supreme Court now 
holds the law requires the budget commission 
to base its allotments upon the needs of lib- 
raries; not upon the needs of libraries in re- 
lation to the needs of other units. 

In other words, if my interpretation is cor- 
rect, the other units of government can not 
be allocated funds from the intangibles tax 
until after the budget commission has allotted 
to libraries and further, the allocation to the 


(Continued on next page) 








other units is not made to them on the basis 
of need but goes back to them in the propor- 
tion in which the tax is collected. Evidence 
or testimony before the budget commission 
by cities pointing out their needs is no 
longer in order because money is not to be 
allocated to them on that basis. 

ROBERT FRANKLIN, Chairman 

Legislative Committee 


Editor’s note: Mr. Franklin’s interpretation 
is correct. On December 22, the State Board 
of Tax Appeals voted favorably on the Day- 
ton Library’s request for $165,000 additional 
budget funds. 


TELEVISION 
Cleveland Public Library publicizes its 


television program, “Views and Reviews,” 
which appears at 2:00 P.M. Saturdays on 
Station WEWS, with an attractive poster an- 
nouncing the program each week. 

Libraries in the surrounding area can use 
the posters as tie-in material to feature their 


own displays and books on the subject to be 
discussed. 


Se 


Seven First Grades 


In One School! 


We imagine your services are 
required much the same for 


the first three grades. 


We have beaucoup 
at prices as low 


as 83c. 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
PARAGON BINDINGS 


VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 





L P RECORD HOLDERS 
MULTI-RECORD ALBUM 


PHONOGRAPH RECORD 
HOLDERS 


RECORD ALBUM BAG 


Give complete protection for all 
types of records 


Ohio Representative 
MR. MILTON P. PARK 


805 Carver Boulevard 
Toledo 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
Library Supplies 


Syracuse, New York 


LIBRARY BOOKS 


ALL PUBLISHERS—NEW AND USED— 
AT A SAVING 


NEW CATALOG ON BIOGRAPHY 


Ready Winter 1954 
Over 70 Pages * 3000 Titles 
Mailed Free On Request 


Also 50 other Free Catalogs issued, comprising 
over 1000 pages and including over 60,000 titles, 
many ‘out of print,’’ offering an opportunity 


to your library. Write for list covering the sub- 
jects. 


Published May 1953 
ADVANCING THE OHIO FRONTIER 
By Fraser Etts W1iLson 
125 Pages @ 30 Illustrations e@ Price $2.50 
We also republished Basic Western 


Classics 15 titles. Write for list. 
at 


LONG’S COLLEGE BOOK CO. 


Dept. OL Columbus 1, Ohio 
Booksellers & Publishers Since 1902 








NEWS 


OF OHIO LIBRARIANS 





Youngstown Public Library has announced 
nine new appointments. Miss Marrua Mc- 
F ARLAND, children’s librarian at 
South Side Branch, is now in charge of the 
Children’s Room at Main. Miss Oxica Must- 
CHUK replaces Miss McFarcanp at South 
Side Branch. Miss Marcaret C. GoLpen is 
now librarian of Struthers Branch, and Mr. 
NorMAN J. Crum and Mrs. Vivian M. Situ 
are new assistants in the Science and Industry 
Room at Main. Miss Norma E. ALLEN is 
reader's assistant at Main, and Miss Betty 
W. GREENE is assistant cataloger. Miss Mary 
K. WEICHSEL is children’s librarian at West 
Branch, and Mrs. Naomi GaArvVER is librarian 
of Campbell Branch. 


Miss ExizaBetH E. Baker, of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, has been appointed librarian 
of the Greene County District Library. She 
replaces Miss Rutu A. Dennis, who has gone 
to Dubuque, Iowa, as head librarian. At 
Herrick Memorial Library, Wellington, Ohio, 
Miss Martua E. Morse became librarian in 
November. Miss ApriA Humpureys, li- 
brarian of Chagrin Falls Branch of the 
Cuyahoga County Library, has moved to the 
library’s Euclid Lake Shore Branch, where 
she is head librarian. Mrs. Louise Ratston 


is replacing Miss Humpnureys at Chagrin 
Falls. 


Akron Public Library has added Miss 
RoseMARY Yost to its staff as bookmobile 
librarian, and Miss Rosemary Huston as 
head of local extension service. Miss Mar- 
GARET WALTERS is young people’s librarian 
at Chamberlain and East branches. Mrs. 
Nancy WaRNER has been promoted to head 
of circulation at Elyria. She replaces Miss 
CHARLOTTE Brooks who retired in Septem- 
ber, and her new assistant is Mrs. ALMA 
Dittman. Miss Hortense Gipson succeeds 
Mrs. DeLBerTt LANE as librarian at Commu- 
nity Public Library, St. Mary’s, Ohio. 


who was 


New staff members at Taylor Memorial 
Library, Cuyahoga Falls, include Miss Joann 
CAHILL, young people’s librarian, and Mrs. 
Kart Burns, head of adult circulation. Muss 


Apa WELLs, of Columbus, Ohio, has recently 
moved to Napoleon, Ohio, as successor to 
Mrs. FaitH B. Stoucuton. At Cleveland 
Public Library, Miss HELEN ADELINE Cor- 
RIGAN, assistant head of the Children’s De- 
partment since 1949, has been named head 
of the department. Miss ANN PERDUE, who 
edited the O. L. A. Bulletin last year, is now 
at Cleveland Heights Public Library, Univer- 
sity Branch. At McKinley Memorial Library, 
Niles, Miss EpirH Bratnarp recently suc- 
ceeded Miss IpA SLOAN who retired as head 
librarian. 


Two new members who have joined the 
Reference Department of the Columbus Pub- 
lic Library are Mrs. Davis Douruirt, and 
Miss EvizaBeTH C. Biccert. The new head 
of John McIntire Public Library, Zanesville, 
is Ropert H. Yockey, who was formerly at 
Willoughby. At Port Clinton, Mrs. DonaLp 
REDMAN has begun her duties as successor 
to the late THeLmMa Montcomery. Mrs. 
HeLen K. Roperts is library assistant at 
Delaware County District Library. Miss 
MARIANNE AMICON is now librarian at the 
Dennis Memorial Library, Fredericktown. 
The new assistant librarian at Jackson is Mrs. 
NORMAN POETKER. 


Mrs. CHARLES WALTMAN is replacing Mrs. 
VIRGINIA MILLER, who is on leave of absence, 
at Brown Memorial Library, Lewisburg. The 
Monroe County District Library has ap- 
pointed Miss Eva Morratr as librarian to 
succeed Mrs. NELsSon BuTTERY who resigned 
this past summer. Being welcomed to the 
staffs at their respective libraries are Miss 
Anna J. Evans at Bedford, and Mrs. Frank 
W. Rappe at Amherst. 


The University of Toledo Library an- 
nounces the names of four new staff members: 
Mrs. Mary M. Hartzriewp, chief catalog 
librarian, Mrs. Mary B. Hupsarp, and Mrs. 
Bernice G. MERRITT, junior circulation li- 
brarians, and Miss ANNE HAWLEY, assistant 
in the Law Library. Also in Toledo, Miss 
Vircinia DeEwHursT has been appointed as- 


(Continued on page 8) 
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sistant librarian of the Toledo Museum of 
Art. Toledo Public Library has a number of 
changes to report: Mrs. MartHA THOMPSON, 
formerly assistant in the Technology Depart- 
ment of the Toledo Public Library, has been 
named head of its Film Division, and Mrs. 
MarcakeET E. CaRROLL succeeds Mrs. THoMP- 
son. Mrs. Rut McMILtan is the new chil- 
dren’s librarian at West Toledo Branch; 
Mrs. Wittiam McCULLY is senior assistant 
in the History-Travel-Biography Division of 
the main library. Mrs. Faustin J. SOLON, 
for many years a senior assistant in the 
Business Division, accepted the position of 
company librarian at the Toledo Edison 
Company, starting December 2. 


At the Ohio State Archaeological and His- 
torical Society Library, Mr. ArtTHuR A. 
MEYER was appointed reference librarian this 
past summer, and Mr. Georce Kirk, formerly 
at the University of Nebraska, was appointed 
cataloger. Lakewood Public Library has the 
following staff changes to report: Mr. DANIEL 
HaceLin, formerly assistant in the History 
Division, Cleveland Public Library, and Mr. 
ARTHUR CUTLIP, formerly at Western Reserve 
University Library, are new Reference De- 
partment assistants; Miss Mary Reep, who 
was first assistant in the Reference Depart- 
ment, is now order librarian and in charge of 
public relations; Miss Sara Sexton is Adult 
Department assistant and Hospital librarian; 
Mrs. Viocet M. ReILLy is Adult Department 
assistant, and Mrs. Dororny F. RItTEer is as- 
sistant in the Catalog Department. Mr. Nor- 
MAN GROVE, formerly a junior high school 
librarian at Elkridge, Maryland, is now a 
junior high school librarian in Lakewood. 


EXHIBITS 
The Troy Public Library has planned five 


exhibits for the winter season. A hobby show 
by the Altrusa Club in November is to be 
followed by a Japanese Print show in Janu- 
ary. Local artists will have a show in Feb- 
ruary; in March the Camera Club will hold 
its annual photography exhibit, and in April, 
the students of Troy High School will dis- 
play their best work. 





ANNIVERSARIES 


A surprise dinner was given by friends 
and library patrons on September 22, at 
Ilonka’s Provincial House, Columbus, in 
honor of Mrs. Sarau H. Bitsy, who has been 
librarian of Bexley Public Library for the 
past twenty-five years. 

Findlay Public Library at a recent dinner 
celebrated the twenty-fifth service anniver- 
sary of Miss ZeraLp ApAMs, who is in charge 
of the library branches in the Washington 
and Lincoln schools. 

Mckinley Memorial Auditorium in Niles, 
Ohio, was the scene of a large reception on 
October 18, given for Miss Ipa SLOAN, who is 
retiring as librarian of Niles Public Library 
after forty-two years of service. 

HONORS 

E. Hucw Benymer, librarian of Bethany 
College, was recently elected president of the 
newly organized Tri-State Chapter of the 
Association of College and Reference Librar- 
ies. The chapter includes members in west- 
ern Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and eastern 
Ohio. Mr. Joun B. Nicuotson, librarian 
of Kent State University, was elected vice- 
president; Miss MaBet Kocuenr, librarian of 
Westminster College, secretary-treasurer, and 
Miss GeRALDINE D. ANDERSON, and Miss Rose 
DEMoREST, members of the executive board. 

Miss F. Geneva Travis, librarian at Kent 
State University School is the new president 
of the Ohio Association of School Librarians. 
She was elected at the association’s annual 
meeting in Akron in October. 


DEATHS 

Miss Atice Marte Hopkins, who had been 
on the staff of the Ohio State Library for 
thirty-five years prior to her retirement in 
1952, died in Worthington, on August 25. 

Miss ANNA B. LANMAN, retired librarian 
for the State Department of Public Welfare, 
died in Columbus, on October 25. 

Miss Jessie M. Parsons, for many years a 
member of the staff of the Cleveland Public 
Library, died on November 19, in Lakewood. 

Mr. EpMunp Scumirt, an employee of the 
Cleveland Public Library for twenty-six 


years, died at his home in Cleveland on 
September 8. 


— ~ 
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EXTENSION 


The Extension Section’s big project for 
1953 was again the promotion of rural read- 
ing. At the Extension breakfast in Columbus, 
several librarians reported on the progress 
of the rural reading program in their coun- 
ties. Ideas on easy and practical library 
publicity were suggested to the group by 
Mrs. Dean CasweELL, Rossford Public Li- 
brary and Miss Frances NUNMAKER, Execu- 
tive Secretary, O.L. A. and Public Relations 
Director, State Dept. of Education. Our 
new State Library Organizer, Mrs. Fairu B. 
STOUGHTON told of the help available at the 
State Library in her talk, “We'll help too.” 

Epwarp G. LINKHART, new chairman of 
the Extension Section of O. L. A., has pegged 
five consecutive Fridays next Spring for 
District meetings: April 16, Southwest Dis- 
trict, Piqua; April 23, Northeast District, 
North Canton; April 30, South Central Dis- 
trict, Portsmouth; May 7, Northwest District, 
Ada; May 14, Southeast District, Zanesville. 

Many Ohio library workers are doing ex- 
tension work in cities as well as counties, 
who are not members of the Extension Sec- 
tion. The section needs your help, your 
ideas, and your 50 cents. Why not join the 
section when you pay your O.L. A. dues in 
January? 


JUNIOR MEMBERS 


New officers of the Ohio Junior Members 
are: Chairman, CHARLOTTE LEONARD, Dayton 
Public Library; Vice-Chairman and Chair- 
man-Elect, ANNE Moskovis, Akron Public 
Library; Secretary-Treasurer, JuLIA Moore, 
Cincinnati Public Library. 

Attention, Juniors! Mark that new 1954 
calendar with a red circle around March 20. 
That is the date for the Juniors Only Meet- 
ing in Dayton. There will be a business 
and get-together in the afternoon, followed 
by a dinner in the evening. 


SALARIES 


Effective November 1, 1953, the trustees 
of the Toledo Public Library increased all 
salaries and hourly wages 8 per cent, and 
changed salary listings in the Graded Sched- 
ule of Service by a like amount. 
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Store TWICE as many books 


in your present floor space 
with STOR-MOR book drawers 


These smooth-operating, space-saving 
drawers, spanning every other range aisle, 
now enable you to increase your present 
book storage capacity by as much as 
114%. Ames Stor-Mor Book Drawers are 
easily installed, using the uprights of 
your present freestanding or multi-tier 
steel shelving, or by making complete 
installation for new buildings. Drawers 
are adjustable and freely interchangeable 
with regular shelves. 


Our helpful illustrated folder will show you 
how compact storage using Stor-Mor Book 
Drawers can substantially increase your 
storage space. Write for a copy today. 


* Trade Mark 


WRAMES CO es 
Established 1910 


BOOKSTACK DIVISION 
150 Hooper Street, San Francisco 7, California 





Representatives in Principal Cities 


SEABROOK RN RIOD RIE ROP 


FREESTANDING STEEL LIBRARY SHELVING » MULTI-TIER 
BOGKSTACK CONSTRUCTION +» BOOKSTACK ACCESSORIES 


DATS RRA BARR ROE TR Rut» 
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SJOSTROM of PHILADELPHIA 
is celebrated nationwide for making 
the library furniture with the fresh design. 
It is furniture with a message. It's 
Muff furniture. See the 210 FREELINE 
library table. This pioneer is completely 


apronless. Write us for circular C-531. 
in Ohio by: 


SMITH & SCHAEFER, INC. 


1212 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BLDG., CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


At the invitation of his long-time friend, 
Kevin McCann, president of Defiance Col- 
lege, PRESIDENT Dwicut D. EIsENHOWER laid 
the cornerstone for the new Anthony Wayne 
Library of American Study at Defiance on 
Thursday, October 15. In his speech during 
the ceremony, the President said he believed 
that every young person should be able to 
go to school for a minimum of two additional 
years after high school. This was Etsen- 
HOWER’S first visit to the college for which 
he had recommended a president. 

The new University of Toledo Library was 
dedicated on October 2. The building, which 
cost $1,600,000, has a book capacity of 350,- 
000 volumes. 

Construction of a new $1,000,000 library 
at Western Reserve University will be started 
in March 1954. The building will face the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, and will have a 
floor area of 74,000 square feet. 

Among other new buildings to be built 
in the near future are a $265,000 building 
at Dover, a new addition at Lakewood and 
a $75,000 building at Fairborn. 


CHANGES 


A new genealogy research room was re- 
cently opened in the Akron Public Library, 
through the efforts of the Cuyahoga-Portage 
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, and the Friends of the Public Library 
of Akron and Summit County. 

The name of the Boys and Girls Room 
of the Warder Public Library, Springfield, 
has been changed to the “Lois Lenski Room 
for Boys and Girls” in honor of Miss Lenski, 
a native of Springfield, who is one of the 
nation’s leading children’s story writers. 

Salineville, a town of 2,000 in Columbiana 
County, recently dedicated its first public 
library of 700 books with enthusiastic citizens 
volunteering to staff it afternoons and eve- 
nings. 

A new children’s room at the Germantown 
Public Library was dedicated on November 
15, with an open house held from 2 to 5 P.M. 
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GRANTS AND GIFTS 


A grant of $50,000 for the Fine Arts De- 
partment of the Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County Public Library has been received 
from trustees of the Eda Kuhn Loeb Fund. 
Mrs. Loeb, a native of Cincinnati, died in 
1951. 

The Cleveland Public Library recently re- 
ceived the John Huntington Polytechnic In- 
stitute library of over one thousand volumes 
in October. 

The sum of $5,000 has just been granted 
to Ohio Northern University Library by the 
General Board of Education of the Methodist 
Church, Nashville, Tenn. 


LIBRARY MILESTONES 


Jefferson Citizens Library, Jefferson, Ohio, 
is celebrating its seventieth year of existence 
this year. It began as a library of five hun- 
dred books in 1883, and today houses over 
ten thousand volumes. 


Alta Branch, Cleveland Public Library, 
marked its fiftieth anniversary in October 
with a program honoring its first patrons. 
One of these, Dr. John J. Gattozzi, who had 
also worked as a page, was master of cere- 
monies. 


ADULT EDUCATION 


A series of noonday book reviews on the 
first and third Thursday of each month began 
at the Canton Public Library on October 15, 
and will continue through April or May. This 
program was planned in response to patrons’ 
requests for information on new books, and 
has been enthusiastically received. 

For the second successive year, a Great 
Books Leader Training Course was given in 
Canton in September and October. Thirty-five 
persons from Canton and surrounding towns 
participated. 

The Live Long and Like It Library Club, 
in Canton, celebrated its second birthday in 
October. Membership numbers about 160 men 
and women of 60 or thereabouts, who like to 
live and learn! 





INTERESTING MATERIALS 
AVAILABLE 


With all the demands from teen-age girls 
that librarians receive, a new listing of 
schools of nursing by the Ohio State Nurses’ 
Association, 904 East Broad St., Columbus, 
should prove useful. 

An up-to-date edition of Laws Ohio Work- 
ers Should Know is available at 25c per copy 
from Consumers League of Ohio, 348 En- 
gineers Building, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 

“Freedom to Read,” a reprint from the 
Wilson Library Bulletin, September 1953, 
will be supplied in quantities up to one hun- 
dred copies without charge to any library 
or community group requesting them. This 
leaflet contains excerpts from President Eisen- 
hower’s views and those of the Westchester 
Conference of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, and the American Book Publishers 
Council. Address: Wilson Library Bulletin, 
950 University Avenue, New York 52, New 
York. 

“Covered Bridges of Ohio,” a decorative 
map which is one of the Sesquicentennial pub- 
lications, is still available at 25c from the 


Ohio State Museum, Columbus 10, Ohio. 





HISTORY OF OHIO 


The one volume History of Ohio by Eugene 
H. Roseboom and Francis P. Weisenburger 
was published December 3. This second 
edition of the book commemorates the sesqui- 
centennial anniversary of Ohio. Price is 
$6.50. It is a handsome book, 8% by 11, 
with 426 pages, 300 illustrations, 17 page 
bibliography, 10 page index, and end paper 
maps. Order from Ohio State Archaeological 
and Historical Society, Columbus, Ohio. 

Another publication listing original source 
materials of Ohio history, is the Guide to the 
Manuscript Collections in Library of the Ohio 
State Archaeological and Historical Society, 
by Elizabeth C. Biggert. It is available from 
the Society, in paper at $1.50, and in cloth, 
at $2.50. It is 150 pages long, and lists over 
eleven hundred collections of individuals, 
clubs, and industries. 


Gertrude R. Linnenbruegge, Ohio Univer- 
sity, Athens, has been appointed OLA Rep- 
resentative on ALA Joint Committee on Lib- 
rary Work as a Career. 


DUES 


Dues notices for 1954 were mailed to all 
members, or to membership chairmen, the 
last week in December. We are again urging 
you to pay your dues as soon as possible. 
Also please be sure to mark Section affilia- 
tion. Last year many members sent checks 
to cover section dues but did NOT indicate 
the particular section they wished to join. 
Your checks should be made payable to the 
Ohio Library Association and given either 
to the membership chairman in your library 
(the larger libraries each have an O.L. A. 
chairman) or sent to Frances G. Nunmaker, 


Ohio State Library, Columbus 15, Ohio. 


NEW STATE LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER 


Governor Frank J. Lausche has recently 
appointed Joseph E. Hurst of New Phila- 
delphia to the Ohio State Library Board for 
a term ending October 21, 1961. 


If you want to see a staff publication that 
is consistently good, get Tee Pee, the monthly 
staff publication of the Toledo Public Library. 


Prebound Juvenile 
Books of All 
Publishers in Our Own 
Imaginative Bindings 


CARL J.LEIBEL 
5639 MELROSE AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 38, CALIFORNIA 
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A. L. A. PRESIDENT 
L. Quincy Mumrorp will succeed to the 
presidency of the American Library Associa- 
tion following the Minneapolis conference 
in June. 


OHIOANS ACTIVE IN A. L. A. WORK 

Mrs. MILDRED TURNBULL, of the Warder 
Public Library, Springfield, Ohio, is now 
chairman of the Ohio A.L.A. Membership 
Committee. KarLINE Brown, of Cincinnati 
Public Library, is chairman of the Audio- 
Visual Board, and Mary Peters, also of Cin- 
cinnati, is the new associate editor of Top of 
the News, quarterly of A.L.A. Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People. 
MILDRED VANNORSDALL, of the Education De- 
partment, Cincinnati Public Library, has ac- 
cepted the chairmanship of the Reference Sec- 
tion (Public Libraries Division) Survey 
Committee. 


WILL THE LIBRARY SERVICES BILL 
HELP OHIO? 

Yes! To the tune of $271,080, provided 
local or State funds are provided according 
to the formula. 

What will we do with the money? The 
Bill provides that the State Library will 
administer the fund. A plan, as devised by 
the Federal Relations Committee, discussed 
with the State Library, and approved by the 
Executive Board of the Ohio Library Asso- 
ciation is as follows: 

“Funds made available through the Li- 
brary Services Bill will be utilized to estab- 
lish library service where such service is 
not presently available, and to strengthen 
existing library agencies which are now in- 
adequate due to the limitations of local tax 
collections. One or more of the following 
methods, dependent on the total sum avail- 
able and on current conditions, could be 
employed: 

1. Establish regional or county libraries 
in areas of the State where local financing is 
not currently available or is difficult to ob- 
tain without material encouragement. Choice 
of areas will be contingent on the coopera- 
tion and approval of local authorities and 
existing libraries, together with librarians 
and trustees, and the possibility of eventual 
local support on a scale commensurate with 
local taxable resources. 


Attention: 


Children’s Librarians: 


Our tremendous stock of the newest and 
best Juveniles of all publishers makes it 
possible to supply your needs in a hurry. 


Why not ask for our catalog or a visit of 
our Ohio Representative, Mr. Waugh? He 
will be glad to show you samples at your 


convenience. 


Charles M. Gardner & Co. 


Scranton 10, Pa. 


OHIO SALES OFFICE: 
C. B. WAUGH 


521 Maple Street Celina, Ohio 





2. Purchase and operation of a bookmobile 
by the State Agency, such vehicle to be placed 
in turn in the various counties where a 
demonstration of its value seems advisable. 


3. Increase advisory services of the State 
Library in the fields of adult education, 
children’s work, technology and others, such 
services to be utilized in the establishment 
of like services on a local basis, together with 
the encouragement of local financing.” 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN AWARD 


Librarians working with children and young 
people in either public libraries or in schools 
are eligible to apply for the E. P. Dutton- 
John Macrae Award for Advanced Study in 
the Field of Library Work with Children 
and Young People. The award is made and 
administered by the American Library Asso- 
ciation. 





The Bulletin needs up-to-date news from 
all the libraries throughout the state, small 
as well as large. Please mail your contribu- 
tions to: the EDITOR, O. L. A. Bulletin, Co- 
lumbus Public Library, Columbus 15, Ohio. 











the observances of its 


ERTIFICAIE OF COMMENDATION 
Ohio Library Association 


has earned the gratitude of and is hereby cited by 





the STATE OF OHIO for devoted and valued service in 


SESQUIGENTENNIAL. 









We are happy to reproduce the above certificate of commendation presented at 
the dinner which marked the close of the Ohio Sesquicentennial celebration. 


TRUSTEE AWARDS 


Two outstanding trustees of the libraries 
of the nation will be cited by the American 
Library Association at the A.L.A. Annual 
Conference in the Twin Cities, Minneapolis- 
St. Paul, June 20-26. Nominations for 1954 
awards must be mailed to the Jury on Citation 
of Trustees, American Library Association, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois, not 
later than March 15, 1954. 

The citations, which have been awarded 
each year since 1941, are limited to trustees 
in actual service during at least a part of the 
calendar year preceding the A. L. A. Annual 
Conference. Equal consideration is given 
to the service records of trustees of both 
large and small libraries. The jury is in- 
terested in the state and national library 
activities of the candidates as well as their 
contributions to the local library. 

Recommendations must be accompanied by 
a full record of the candidate’s achievements, 
and may be submitted by any library board, 
any individual library trustee, a state library 


association, a state trustee organization, a 
state library extension agency, or by the 
Trustees Section of the A. L.A. Public Li- 
braries Division. 

ADULT EDUCATION 

The establishment of an Office for Adult 
Education in Chicago, headquarters of the 
American Library Association, was an- 
nounced by David H. Clift, A.L.A. Executive 
Secretary. The new administrative unit will 
be aided by a grant of $75,000 for a five-year 
period by the Fund for Adult Education, an 
independent organization established by the 
Ford Foundation. Mrs. Grace Stevenson, 
A.L.A. Associate Executive Secretary, will 
serve as chief of the office, and Miss Violet 
Meyer as assistant. 

The new office, according to Mrs. Steven- 
son, will coordinate A.L.A. activities resulting 
from project grants in the field of adult edu- 
cation, “to better utilize and direct such 
project staff, and to better provide counselling 
and advisory service.” 
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Becks... and Seruice 
from McCLURG’S 





_— SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSS SS SOSSSSSSSSSSOO 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
service, is equipped to serve you well! Our staff is skilled 


in the handling of Library, School and College book orders. 


serve you. 


A. CG. McCLURG & CO. 


“Since 1844” 
333 East Ontario Street Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 
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INCREASE YOUR CIRCULATION 
“Certified Library binding” 


accomplished by craftsmen who are thoroughly 
trained to produce quality binding 


CLASS “A” BINDING 


Specializing in rebinding books and binding magazines 


We take pride in our work and invite 
you to try us for better bindings 


GEO. A. FLOHR COMPANY 
Est. 1899 
809 Walnut Street Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
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OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD—1953-1954 


Vice-Pres. and President-Elect 
LAURA BRIESEMEISTER 
Canton Public Library 
Canton, Ohio 


Executive Secretary 
FRANCES NUNMAKER 
Columbus, Ohio 


Secretary-Treasurer 

MARY E. TEETER 

Bexley Public Library 
Bexley, Ohio 


President 
FRANK N. JONES 
Ohio University Library 
Athens, Ohio 


Executive Board 


CAROLINE HOLMES 
Public School Libraries 
Board of Education 


NELL LYNCH 
Cleveland Heights Public Library 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 


JAMES W. PIRIE 
Youngstown College Library 
Youngstown, Ohio 





MARGARET S. SKIFF 
Cuyahoga County Public Library 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Columbus, Ohio 


MILDRED W. SANDOE 
Cincinnati Public Library 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES FOR 1953-1954 


Adult Education 


Florence S. Craig, Cuyahoga County Public 
Library, Cleveland, Chairman 


Edward G. Linkhart, Logan County District 
Library, Bellefontaine 


Ida Goshkin, Akron Public Library 


Viola Wallace, Public Library of Cincinnati 
and Hamilton County 


Harriet L. Smith, Canton Public Library 


Extension Chairman 


Edward G. Linkhart, Logan County District 
Library, Bellefontaine 


Federal Relations 


Marion E. James, Briggs-Lawrence County 
Public Library, Ironton, Chairman 


Raymond Embree, Ross County Library, Chil- 
licothe 


Ervin H. Pollack, Ohio State University Law 
School Library, Columbus 


Frances Edwards, Norwalk 


Intellectual Freedom 


Wyman Parker, University of Cincinnati, 
Chairman 


Lewis C. Branscomb, Ohio State University 
Libraries, Columbus 


Helen Sunnafrank, Guernsey County District 
Library, Cambridge 


Allen Saunders, Toledo 


Raymond C. Lindquist, Cuyahoga County 
Library, Cleveland 


Legislative 


Robert D. Franklin, Toledo Public Library, 
Chairman 


Stanley Beacock, Kenton Public Library 


James C. Foutts, Public Library of Youngs- 
town & Mahoning County 


Helen B. Lewis, Cleveland Public Library 
R. Russell Munn, Akron Public Library 
Lena B. Nofcier, Lima Public Library 


Dorothy Strouse, Lucas County Library, 
Maumee 


Nominating 


Hallie M. Grimes, Birchard Library, Fremont, 
Chairman 


Raymond Embree, Ross County Library, Chil- 
licothe 

Dorothy Graham, Public Library of Cincinnati 
and Hamilton County 

John H. Lancaster, Ohio Wesleyan University 
Library, Delaware 


Helen B. Lewis, Cleveland Public Library 


Recruitment and Fund Raising for Loans 


Gertrude Linnenbruegge, Ohio University Li- 
brary, Athens, Chairman 


David Griffith, Carnegie Library, Steubenville 
Charlotte Leonard, Dayton Public Library 


Mrs. Leonard H. Church, Shaker Heights 
(Trustee) 


Nancy Miller, Kent State Library 


Student Loan Fund Awards 


Helen Focke, Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Chairman 


Edwin G. Jackson, Akron Public Library 


Robert H. Yockey, John McIntire Public Li- 
brary, Zanesville 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


Representatives on A. L. A. Council 


Will Collins, Columbus Public Library (Term 
expires in 1954) 

John B. Nicholson, Kent State University 
(Term expires in 1955) 

Ilo Fisher, Wittenberg College Library (Term 
expires in 1956) 

Robert D. Franklin, Toledo Public Library 
(Term expires in 1957) 


Ohio Library Trustees Association 


President—H. William Lilley, Piqua 
Vice-President—Mrs. Carl Hoke, Rossford 
Secretary—Mr. John Harper, Springfield 


Treasurer—Mrs. Glenn Durflinger, Grandview 
Heights 











